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left, and found him an excessively shy and likeable man. The deck of the Mayflower was braced for the mounting of guns, and its commander, Captain Berry, was in a state of distraction over the fate of his application for a transfer to a destroyer in the war zone. Frank Sayre dropped into town, crazy for an overseas post with the Y.M.C.A. McAdoo said he would like to resign from the Cabinet and raise a regiment. However, it was decided that in this war there should be no such personal regiments or divisions. A draft law was written, placing all on the same level of obligation. Ex-President Theodore Roosevelt wanted to raise a division, and came in person to solicit the President's permission. On the same day that my husband (after much thought and consultation in which politics had no part) made public the decision vetoing Colonel Roosevelt's proposed command, he proclaimed June 5th as Registration Day for the draft, and orders were given placing General Pershing in command of our troops that were to go abroad.
Later, when the draft was enlarged to include all males between eighteen and forty-five, Mr. Wilson drew the capsule containing the first number from the bowl. It was number 322. Mr. Gilbert, one of the White House guards, said that his son held that number: "I give the best I have to help you, Mr. President." My husband could hardly trust himself to speak. Taking Gilbert's hand in a firm grasp he said in a muffled voice: "God grant he may come back to you!" That prayer was answered, for he did come back.
One summer day we dropped down the river in the Mayflower on what appeared to be a usual week-end cruise. Though the news had not appeared in the papers, the fleet was at anchor in York River. The President said that he wished to go aboard the flagship and talk informally to the officers. We were in York River in the morning, passing along the line of ships. At Mr. Wilson's request the Presidential salute was omitted. On the deck of the Pennsylvania my husband was literally surrounded by eager faces, many of